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• Geographic areas dedicated to flora and fauna of northern Illinois
– Conservation in place (in situ)

• Specific zones within the Arboretum where natural ecosystems carry 
out their functions and processes

– Pollination, nesting habitat, water infiltration, etc.

What are the natural areas?





Where are the natural areas?



Examples of natural areas



Examples of natural areas
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• Fragmentation
• Loss of natural 

disturbances
• Invasive species







Ecological Restoration
• The process of assisting the recovery of 

an ecosystem that has been damaged, 
degraded, or destroyed

• Examples of ecosystems:
– Tallgrass prairie, oak woodland/savanna, wetland
– Tropical montane cloud forests, coral reef, mangrove 

forest
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Canopy thinning







Pond/shoreline Restoration
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